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Luther Burbank
1849 - 1926

Luther Burbank was born in Lancaster, Massachusetts, on
March 7, 1849, In California his birchday is celebrated as
Arbor Day and trees are planted in his memory.

The famed horticulturist made his home in Santa

Rosa for more than fifty vears. On this garden site and

in nearby Sebastopol, Burbank conducted the plant-
hreeding experiments that brought him world renown. His
objective was to improve the quality of plants and thereby
increase the world's food supply. In his working career
Burbank introduced more than 80C new varieties of plants
— including over 200 varieties of fruits, many vegetables,
nuts and grains, and hundreds of ornamental flowers.

Burbank died in 1926 at the age of 77. In accordance with
his wishes, his grave is unmarked. He was buried under

3 Cedar of Lebanon tree which he planted in front of his
Santa Rosa cottage in 1893. The Cedar stood as a beloved
landmark until its removal due to root disease in 1989.
Portions of the tree were used for sculptures, benches

and memenios.

Luther Burbank Gardens

During Burbank’s cateer, his 4-acre garden in Santa
Rosa was an outdoor laboratory where he carried out his
horticultural experiments. In the decades foilowing his
death, Mrs. Burbank sold some of the land and reduced
he property to the 1.6 acres which remain.

At his widow’s request, the central garden was redesigned
and dedicated in 1960 as a memorial to Luthes Burbank.
This tranquil area, with its stone fountain surrounded by
screened wood fencing, fulfilled Elizabeth Burbank’s wish
for a design using plants, wood, stone and water. That
theme remains unchanged today.

A revitalization project of the Gardens, completed in
1992, addressed the need to feature more Burbank-related
plant material, Explanatory signs help educate visitors
about his horticuitural methods.

A permanent pictorial exhibit describing Luther Burbank’s
life and work is focated in the central garden. This 50-foot
outdoor display alse includes information on the history
of the property.

Visitors are welcome in the Gardens, free of charge, every
day of the year from 8 a.m. to dusk.

NN BEOY WIUG

Site Map
o
N

A e

Burbank
Home

ﬁwﬂﬂ_ Greenhouse u
k2

Carrlage
House
Museum
& Bhop

Chatles Street

Also Visit Luther Burbank’s
Experiment Farm in Sebastopol
www.wschsgrf.org

Luther Burbank
Home & Gardens
I Rose Garden

2 Paradox Walnut

3 Cutting Garden

4 Medicinal Herbs

5 North Demo Beds

6 Spineless Cactus

7 Edible Landscape

7a Orchard Plot

8 South Demo Beds

9 Wildlife Habitat
10 Butterfly Gardens
11 Ornamental Grasses
12 Memorial Garden
13 Drought-tolerant Area
14 Sensory Bed
15 Canna Bed
16 Calla and Crinum Bed
17 Victorian Garden

18 Tupper Entry



